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The next Patriot Chapter meeting will take place on Friday, May 8, at 7:30 p.m. at the First Parish Unitarian Church in
Billerica, MA. The church is located on Concord Road, just as it meets Route 3A (Boston Road) at the Billerica Town
Common. Please note that, due to a scheduling conflict with the church, the May meeting is taking place on the
2nd Friday of the month. It will be a build session with a business meeting, Show-and-Tell, and a raffle.

Pip Moss built this 1/48 scale Messerschmitt Bf 110 G- 4 from the Eduard Weekend Edition kit. Instrument panels,
seat belts and rear fuselage blind landing radar array came from an Eduard Zoom PE set. Various items, including dorsal DF loop, wing tanks, ventral antenna masts, under-wing radio altimeter antennas, aileron mass balances and boarding ladder, were pirated from a ProModeler kit either because they were better shaped than the Eduard parts or because
Eduard didn’t provide them at all. Camouflage paints are Mr. Color RLM 74/75/76, all airbrushed freehand. Decals are from the kit, Aeromaster, and Cutting Edge (stencils). Markings are for Stab II./NJG 1, reportedly flown by Gruppe Adjutant Leo Baro, based in Bad Lagensalza,
Germany, 1944–45.
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Minutes from the April Meeting

C

HAPTER President Dave Schmidt called the meeting to order
at 7:40. About 14 members were present.
Dave announced that he has been contacted by an individual
interested in having the club sponsor a Make-and-Take for a Cub
Scout group.
Dave offered information on the planned club trip to the Museum
of WW2 in Natick. Dave has talked to officials at the museum, and
has received some waiver forms that group members will need to
sign. He was able to negotiate a slight group discount. The museum
has said that Saturdays book up quickly, and so the club should pick
a date. Dave suggested that we do so, and after some discussion
the club decided to try for Saturday, June 13.
Pip Moss reminded the members that due to a previously
scheduled event at the UCC, the May meeting will be held on the
second Friday of the month. The correct date is in the newsletter
and also on the chapter website.
John Touloupis reported on two trophy pack inquiries that he
has received. One was from the Penobscot Valley IPMS Chapter (in
Maine); the other was from a chapter in New Jersey. The members
then discussed asking other chapters about trophy pack swaps as
opposed to actually mailing checks back and forth.
John then delivered the treasurer’s report. There was a motion
to accept the report as read; the motion was seconded and passed
unanimously.
After the treasurer’s report, there was a brief break for the sale
of raffle tickets, followed by Show-and-Tell. After Show-and-Tell
there was a second break, followed by the raffle.
After the raffle, a number of members stayed for the second
installment in our series of contest judging seminars. This one
focused on Armor subjects and was ably led by John Walker. Following the presentation and discussion, the meeting closed.
—Rick Lippincott, Secretary

Show-and-Tell
Bill Michaels..................1/72 Boulton Paul Defiant Mk. I (Airfix)
Frank Moore........................1/32 Panzer IV Ausf. F1 (Monogram)
1/32 M8 armored car late version (Monogram)
1/32 M4A1 Sherman early version (Monogram)
1/35 M36 Jackson tank destroyer (Tamiya/Italeri)
1/35 M4 Sherman early version conversion
1/35 M4 Sherman composite hull conversion
1/35 M4A3 with 105mm howitzer (Tamiya?)
Pip Moss....................... 1/48 Messerschmitt Bf 110 G-4 (Eduard)
Richard Price.......................................1/700 HMS Sussex (WEM)
John Walker....................................... 1/35 Panzer I Ausf. F (Alan)

Raffle Report
April winners:
Kurt Kunze, Hasegawa 1/72 Air Show Phantoms
John Walker, Testors 1/35 3/4 ton Truck
Bart Navarro, Accurate Miniatures 1/48 IL-2 Sturmovik.
We sold $52 in tickets, and the prizes cost us $35, so we made $17,
bringing our year-to-date total to $20.
—Bill Michaels, Vice President

Show-and-Tell Gallery

John Walker’s 1/35 scale Panzer I Ausf. F (Alan),
built almost OOB, painted with Life Color
and Tamiya acrylics, and weathered with MMP
powder. The figure is from Tamiya. Markings
are for 1st Kompanie, Pz.Abt.z.b.V.66 near
Leningrad, 1942
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Show-and-Tell Gallery (continued)

Frank Moore’s 1/32 scale Panzer IV Ausf. F1
(Monogram) converted from a Panzer IV Ausf.
H. Paints are Floquil, Testors and Tamiya.
Markings are for 3rd Panzer Division, Russia,
Spring 1942.

Frank Moore’s 1/32 scale M8 armored car
(Monogram) with .50 cal. MG from an Academy
kit. Paints are Tamiya and Testors. Decals are
from the spares box.

Frank Moore’s 1/35 scale M36 Jackson tank
destroyer, kitbashed from Italeri (turret) and
Tamiya (hull and suspension). Paints are Tamiya
and Testors. Decals are from the spares box.
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Show-and-Tell Gallery (continued)

Three views of Richard Price’s 1/700 scale HMS
Sussex heavy cruiser (White Ensign Marine).
Among the multitude of scratchbuilt and/or
modified parts: overhanging decks made from
sheet brass, superstructure cut apart and reworked, splinter shields replaced with brass or
paper. Aftermarket items include brass barrels
for the 8-inch guns, 4.7-inch gun mounts, large
ship boats, assorted PE sets for ladders, doors,
hatches, etc. etc. Paints are WEM Colourcoats
with oil washes and filters for weathering. This
model was the subject of a FineScale Modeler
article, which contains many other details abot
the build.
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Show-and-Tell Gallery (continued)

Frank Moore’s 1/32 scale M4A1 Sherman
(Monogram) early production, cast hull version,
built OOB and painted with Floquil and Testors
enamels, and Tamiya acrylics. Decals are from
the spares box. Figures were all converted.

Frank Moore’s 1/35 M4 Sherman with welded
hull (Tamiys?). Aftermarket items include hull
and turret. Paints are Testors and Tamiya. Decals
are from the spares box.

Frank Moore’s 1/35 scale M4 Sherman late model
with composite hull (Tamiya) with aftermarket
composite hull and turret. Paints are Testors and
Tamiya. Decals are from the spares box.
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Show-and-Tell Gallery (concluded)

Frank Moore’s 1/35 scale M4A3 Sherman with
105mm howitzer (Tamiya). Aftermarket items
include mantlet and gun. Paints are Testors and
Tamiya. Decals are from the spares box.

Bill Michaels’ 1/72 scale Boulton Paul Defiant
Mk. I (Airfix). For a complete build report, see
Bill’s article on Page 7.

Another view of Pip Moss’s 1/48 scale Messerschmitt Bf 110 G-4 (Eduard).
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Aircraft Build Report

Airfix’s New
1/72 Scale
Defiant Mk. I
by Bill Michaels,
Patriot Chapter

I

N 1935, the British Air Ministry issued a specification for a
“Turret Fighter.” The thinking at the time was that turret-armed
fighters could be effective bringing down enemy bombers, especially if they attacked from below and coordinated their fire. Of
the seven designs submitted by various firms, Boulton Paul’s was
number two, behind the Hawker entry. B-P had experience with
the 4-gun turret used, and their experience showed in their design.
Normally being in second place doesn’t win you a contract, but
in this case the Air Ministry wanted Hawker to focus on the Hurricane, so B-P ended up with an order for its design. There were
two prototypes built, and then the aircraft went into production as
the Defiant Mk I. According to the Wikipedia article, 723 Mark I
aircraft were built.
The first Defiant squadrons were formed at the end of 1939,
and the first operational flights were in the summer of 1940. The
aircraft had some early success, as the turret was effective against
enemy bombers. The Defiant squadrons had some initial success
against Luftwaffe fighters, too- when German fighters would attack from the rear, mistaking the planes for Hurricanes. But the
Germans soon learned that the Defiant was very vulnerable when
attacked from the front. Losses mounted, and the plane was soon
withdrawn from use as a day fighter, and used for training and
night fighter duties.

Another factor that contributed to the Defiant being pulled
from front line use was the high casualty rate among the gunners,
compared to the loss rate of fighter aircrew in other types. To bail
out, the gunner had to rotate the turret to point 90 degrees off the
aircraft’s centerline, in order to be able to open the hatch on the

rear of the turret. The extra time this took was undoubtedly a big
part of the reason why fewer gunners escaped from the aircraft on
the way down!
Another unique feature of the gunner position was that there
wasn’t room for the gunner to wear a standard type of parachute.
Instead, he wore a GQ Parasuit, commonly called a “Rhino Suit”
by the crews. It was a special all-in-one garment that enclosed the
parachute and inflatable life vest close to the body. Gunners weren’t
too keen on it, but there was no alternative.

The Kit
This is an all-new tooled kit, released at the start of 2015. The kit
includes a variety of parts for different configurations. You get
parts to build the model gear down or gear up, and different configurations for the canopies. You get three different canopies – one
with the streamlined fairing raised, one with it lowered, and one
with the pilot’s canopy open. You also get two version of the rear
fuselage fairing- raised or lowered. The kit also includes a pair of
nicely sculpted pilot and gunner figures. Markings for two aircraft
are included in the kit-- a day fighter from July 1940, and night
fighter from 1941.

Construction
The first thing you need to do is decide which version you’re
doing-- day or night fighter? (There are different bits for each
version.) Right after that, you need to decide how to build the
model-- wheels up or down? Canopy and turret fairings raised for
streamlined cruising or down to clear the firing arc for the turret?
Are you going to use the figures? I was torn-- the only decision I
was sure of before I started was that this would be an OOB build of
the Day Fighter version. I decided to delay the other configuration
decisions until I had to make them.
Construction starts with the cockpit. You can’t get far before
you need to decide about the figures-- if you’re going to use them,
you need to paint and install at least the pilot before you close up
the fuselage. At this point I noticed that my pilot figure had a big
molding defect-- a huge sink mark in the middle of his chest. While
I could fill the cavity with some filler, I’d lose all the nice uniform
and harness detail. So. In the end, I decided not to use the figures.
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Aircraft Build Report (continued)
Also, I noticed that the gunner figure isn’t wearing the “Rhoino
Suit”-- he is sculpted just like a standard pilot. So he would make a
nice addition in another model, so I saved him for later. (The pilot
figure could still be used in a bomber or other aircraft with limited
visibility into the interior.)
The cockpit has a decent amount of detail, with molded on
the inside of the fuselage, a seat, control stick, and an instrument
panel with some raised detail that worked well with the included
IP decal. I think the detail is fine, especially in this scale, given that
the cockpit opening is so small. The one thing the cockpit could
benefit from would be the addition of some seatbelts-- especially
if you’re going to build it with an open canopy.

Most of the basic airframe went together quite well, and fit of
the parts was mostly quite good. The only place I needed filler was
a small amount on the fuselage joint on the top of the engine cowl.
I did encounter one part that didn’t fit at all-- the rear fuselage insert
for the lowered fairing didn’t fit at all-- it just fell into the fuselage.
I was left wondering if I had done something wrong and made the
opening too wide. But then I tried the other part-- the fairing in
the raised position and found that it fit fine. So there was another
decision made for me-- build the model with the fairings raised.
(It didn’t occur to me until much later that I could probably have
just sanded down the raised fairing piece to use as a replacement
for the “lowered” piece. )

Paint and Markings:
The kit comes with markings for two aircraft:
• Day Fighter, No. 264 Squadron, RAF Markesham Heath, July
1940.
• Night Fighter, No. 151 Squadron, RAF Wittering, February
1941.
The kit includes a comprehensive set of stencils, as part of the
“common” decals used on on both aircraft. The instructions also
come with a separate sheet that shows the stencil placement. I found

it interesting that the fuselage squadron codes and roundel are all
one large decal-- it makes placement and alignment easy, but I was
concerned about the all the clear film connecting the letters. Also,
the decals have a very flat sheen to them- which reminded me of
old matchbox decals and such awful sheets. But my experience with
the decals in other recent Airfix kits has been terrific, so I hoped
and expected these would work out too....
The model was painted with Tamiya acrylics. The underside was
easy-- XF-21 Sky went everywhere. I painted both sets of landing
gear doors, as I still hadn't decided whether I'd built it wheels up or
down. After it had cured for a couple of days, I masked it off, and
then applied XF-52 Flat Earth (brown) to the entire airframe. I let
that cure for a couple of days, and then used Silly Putty to mask for
the XF-81 Dark Green. After that dried, I removed all the masks,
and set it aside to cure for a few days. (They long cure cycles are
because of my schedule-- I didn't have a lot of modeling time-- and
not because I think the Tamiya paints needed it!)
While the paint was drying, I used my limited modeling time
to work on other parts. I found it was easier to mask and paint the
clear turret before attaching it to the rest of the turret parts. I masked
the turret framework with a mix of Tamiya tape and clear masking fluid. I them filled the turret with some Silly Putty to keep any
overspray from coming through the gun slots and getting on the
inside surfaces. I then airbrushed the turret with MM cockpit black.
(It looks “black”, but isn't quite as jarring as pure flat black.)

A few words about turret color: The Airfix instructions and
box art made it look like the turret of the day fighter was painted
black- but that seemed odd to me. I did a little researched, and
posted some questions on a couple of forums frequented by people
that know a lot about RAF aircraft. I found that most planes did
indeed have the entire turret black, while a few had the framing
around the glazing black, but the lower part of the turret ring was
the same green as the adjacent fuselage. I didn't find a picture of
“PS*U”, so I decided that Airfix was probably correct. (Plus, it was
easier to go with all one color!)
To prepare for decalling, I airbrushed a couple of light coats of
Future clear acrylic on the entire model. I let that cure for a day or
so, and then was ready for decalling. I started decaling my model
with the stencils on the underside. (They are the only markings on
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Aircraft Build Report (continued)
the underside of the plane.) The decals went down well, and nestled
down into the recessed detail with a little bit of decal solvent.
I then moved to the top side, and started applying the stencils
there. That's when I ran into a problem-- even though the model
had a nice gloss coat, I couldn't get the tiny little topside stencils to
go down without silvering. They were also hard to see on the dark
paint, so after trying a couple of different techniques to fix them,
with no success, I gave up on them and decided not to use them.
When it came time to put the large fuselage decals on the model,
I was really concerned-- I expected more trouble. But they actually
worked out well-- even though they looked bad when they went
down. The clear areas in the decals stood out like a sore thumb.
But I decided to go with them because this was an OOB build, and
I didn't have any aftermarket decals on hand!
In the end, the reason things looked bad was because the
decals have a very flat sheen to them- so the clear portions of the
decal stood out on top of the gloss-coated model. The final flat
clear made the paint match the decals, and the carrier film (finally)
disappeared.

drilled a tiny hole in the radiator cover to hold the metal rod I'd be
using to mount the model. I attached the tail wheel, exhausts, and
prop. Getting the turret in place was a tight fit-- I ended up sanding a little off the forward edge to make it drop into place without
needing a lot of force. (You can't see the spot I sanded, so I didn't
bother to repaint it.
The Defiant had a couple of radio antenna masts that are missing from the pictures. There is a fixed mast that extends downwards
from the center section of the wing, and another retractable one
that extended from under the fuselage near the tail wheel. I knew
there was no way they'd survive the trip to/from my club meeting
for the photo session, so I left them off until after the model was
home for good.
One more omission: After I got the model home from the photo
session, I realized I never painted the tip of the spinner white. I had
intended to use a circle template to mask the spinner and airbrush
the white on the tip. But now that the model is complete, I'll probably just leave it be—I'd be afraid I'd do more harm than good
trying to paint it now!

Decision Time!
I now had to make a decision- was I building the model wheels up
or wheels down? The club meeting was now only 2 days away, so
I went with the expedient choice-- wheels up! I know that several
other reviewers (including one in a recent issue of Airfix Model
World) had built the model wheels down, and there had been no
complaints about the fit. So I figured I'm covering part of the kit
that no one else has reported on!
I found that the closed landing gear doors were a little long-- if
you install them as supplied, they will bow out a little in the middle,
and won't settle down flush with the wing surface. I had to sand
the tabs on the inboard ends, making them shorter, and thinner, so
the doors would fit properly. Once I did that, the doors fit so well I
didn't need to glue them! (So I could install the landing gear later,
if I want to.)

Recommendations
Highly recommended. This is another winner from Airfix. It is a
great little kit, and even more impressive because it only cost about
$12. The detail level is good, and fit is pretty good throughout. The
kit isn’t perfect, but it is nicely done, at a very reasonable price,
too! Also, it is so much nicer than any of the old kits available in
this scale—I think it makes the others essentially obsolete.

Final Touches
Once the model was flat coated, the final details were put into
place. Because I built the model wheels-up, this was pretty easy. I
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Upcoming Events
May 2...............................NoreastCon 2015, IPMS Northeastern NY, Polish Community Center, 225 Washington Avenue, Albany, NY.
		
Contact Nick Fillipone: bpbittern@frontiernet.net or 518 736-2434.
May 17............................NorthShoreCon 2015, IPMS North Shore, Gloucester High School, 34 Leslie O. Johnson Rd, Gloucester, MA.
		
Contact Dave Reardon: 978-325-0049 or nsscalemodeler@gmail.com.
July 22–25.......................IPMS National Convention/Contest, Hyatt Regency, Columbus, OH.
		
Log on to http://www.ipmsusa2015.com/
September 13................Patcon 2013, Hudson Elks Lodge, 90 Park Street, Hudson, MA.
September 20................Rocon 34, IPMS Rochester, Webster Recreation Center, 1350 Chiyoda Drive, Webster, NY.
		
Contact Cliff Wiley: cwileyone1946@yahoo.com or 558-317-2702.
October 17....................HVHMG Exhibition & Contest, IPMS Mid-Hudson, Elks Club Hall, 29 Overocker Road Poughkeepsie, NY.
		
Contact John Gallagher: jgallag@entergy.com or 845-462-4740.
October 18....................GraniteCon XXIII, Granite State Modelers, Nashua Elks Club, 120 Daniel Webster Highway, Nashua, NH.
		
Contact Keith Touchette: touchettekr@gmail.com or 603-578-9231.

Please note new IPMS/USA membership fees for 2015
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